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ABSTRACT
Schools are more and more called upon to accomodate

students' differences in background and experiences; this picture of
diversity includes the growing number of one-parent families.
However, educators need to be cautioned against expecting "trouble"
from the child from one-parent family. The diversity among research
findings suggests that while, as a group, single-parent children tend
to have more behavioral problems in school and are at greater risk in

terms of truancy and dropout rate, the likelihood of any particular
child having cognitive or behavioral problems depends upon the
interaction of many factors. Among those factors are the adequacy of
child care arrangements; the number of siblings; the structure of the
child's environment in both the home and school; the amount of
nurturing the child receives; the age, sex, and race of the child;
the socioeconomic level of the family; and the circumstances
surrounding the separation of the parents. Therefore, the only
accurate answer to the question of whether single-parentness is
harmful to a child's academic or behavioral development may well be,

"It depends." (RDN)
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l'of getter:mons educators haw assumed that children living
with one parent ha% c more trouble in school than children from
two-pirent families As the number of single-parent families has
grown. .0 has concern about the well tieing of their children. I his
concern has linen rise to new research a well 3510 reexaminations
of work conducted during the 19110s and 1970s. I hese new studies
indicate that the situation is much more complex than originally
thought lite csnerience hi mg in a single-parent home writ.%
great!. aeon' ding to a large number of factors. While statistics ale
helpful as at-tisk indieatot.. da -to-dal dealings with students
shou!1 he guided h sit ong e.tnsidetation of the paincular circum-
stances tit Ow unto idual child

Profile of Single-Parent Families

Recent hying', and tem:ascii data indicate the single-
parent Louth is ttpica1k headed h a working mother. and in com-
parison II, the two - parent Lund% has !ewe, financial Iestttlrtes.ltiil
fords to relocate MOte Often 9. l3).

tgtlrc. skit lin% (hat the number of such families is hurgeonong
1 he tanks tit single-patent families swelled to more than 70` ; In the
List decade. t tom I Ir r of all families in 1970 to 19' , in 1979 Among
1,Lick families the statistics are es en Mole snaking nearlc
families ale headed 11s one parent Anion!: %brie lanithes. 14'1 c

sinele-paient. and among Spanish-speaking families. 211, ate
.ingleparcnt Chi:tall. one-patent families are more prealent alt

American cities than in 1111.51 areas I 9ts2 figures shim that 20' of

tamales Iii iii in standard metropolitan areas are single - patent.
C.MM.11ed tkith . 1x1 nnmet polit.m :tied 131.

1 lui5siyhoin the count's. 12 million chilthen tine out it fit e
ate now In Mg in one-patent 1amilies-2ml a million mote are tieing
added to that total each .c.it 1-cmale-headed tanulies. %filth
clmplise 9 out 1 III ne-parent families. are increasing 10 times
as utnckl% as two-patent lamtlies (9. 1 he Bureau of Census esti-
mates that -S5' , of all t hildren hot n tudas m this countt will spend
at least a seat Iii ttlg with one parent t 10).

I he it pleat thi ee-per son Litml headed h a singly mother
operates on an .is el age %Calk :ncome of 57.0.15 just a fink mote
than a third of the at,..rage income iS20.400f of the tpleal four -
person lamas headed h. a fat het and mitt het (9). Partly because of
reduced income that results It om lemtAal of one parent. usuad
the lathe,. single-parent tanulies tend to relocate more often. A
1980 longitudinal study (8) of 26 schools in 14 states found that
one-parent families with elementary school children tend to
relocate tw ice as frequently- as two-parent families: at the secondary
kw!. the ratio was three to one 04.

In addition to being more mobile, women heading single - parent
iambi!. are often employed outside the home. Among female-
headed families with school-age children. 72(i of the women arc
emploeu. compared with 594 employment among mothers in
two-parent families (4).

Are Single-Parent children At-Rlsk in Schaal?

Early research has indicated that- children from single-parent
families sewed significantly lower on achievement tests, had more
ham coral problems in school. and received lower teacher-assigned
grades than did children in two-parent families (3). However.
recent work reexamining earlier research for methodological and
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statistical adequaes tempers sonic ut these findings and concludes
that single-patent children are at less academic risk than pre% musk
thought (1. 1I. 14).

fletherington et at tit in a rex iew of 5)4 studies, found the
differences between children in one- And two-patent families on
tests of intelligence and aptitude are usualls small and become less
significant when socioeconomic status is considered. I tun note the
difference in IQ how re» Children in single- and In 0-parent families
is smaller than the difference inteacher-assigned grades and postu-
late that the gieatei disparn in grades mat he due to

teachers perceo. mg students s %hod() not
ttintiitill to school i I and I ey
Meill as less competent

111dCilt%. ttltt.tinning in school tieing
affected h% home toothuous taitt.ilout
mg separation and Limmcg

Child, co basing los time for hotness Ink
hecause of household and :111M-care
tasks

\ c%%et studies do, 110%9,nel confirm eatlier Iirtdtng. legal dull.:
the helm. lot of single - parent ttuliftcn KescalClici aince
that. tit relation to two - patent tine- patent chddin

ate a hCM. tt 11.111t.aild tat th (Mlle often

ha%e ICYs ell lc lent .sink oi stud. hahit

are MOW dist uptiSe in the s lasstoom

at the scondars le.rl, sisat in-shol
Health clinics miae often

Me Moil' like'. to drop nut t,t school

Recent iesealt h has also toulitt that Nicol. (IR or,-c. Wild% fti
liaise longo Listing and more serious effects on the heha. Sof of
huts s than on girls. Among both hots and gills. the absence of a
lather ht death is less den imental t han a hsence due to the Amur%
.4%11.111On of the parents 17). hts children 01 di. oo,c. he has tor
problems such as disobedience. aggi essi on. and excessisedemands
tut a!ten(1011 ate most frequent dining the test two Sears after
the divorce and then tend to decrease (3).

Although research indicates that as a group. single-parent
children exhibit more haat roral problems. and that many factors
negatively aft-wing achievement and behavior may be more
prevalent in one-parent homes. single-parentness is not nevessanly
the problem (14f Far example. in a NAI-St" study ($1. using sub-
sidued school lunch participation as a pritt for family income.
data on 1443 students in grades 7-12 indicated that Gunk income
and the sex of the student had a greater Meet on achievement rank
than did the absence of a parent tusually the lather) in the home.

Several studies have found that single-parent children actually'
function better than children in eonflictlidden families. and one
study found children of divorced patrols to be more independent
in school and at home (21-

Because working women usually head single-parent families.. -

many have assumed that their children suffer the doubly harmful
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effects of loss of one parent and lack of attention from the other.
Although there has been lark research on the effects.of maternal
employment on one-parent families. existing studies do not
support popular assumptions. The evidence suggests that if
adequate pro% isions are made for child care and maintenance of
household routines. maternal empk4yment may hate no :niter.
effects on children (7). One exeption to this finding is that it a
mother begins to work at the time of divorce or shortly thereafter.
the preschool child may tend to exhibit a higher rate of haat ioral
disorders (7).

'the Minoriq Single-Parent himilt
While there has been a great deal of research on the single-parent

child. most studies hate dealt with the effects of cht ince but hate
neglected large numbers of families in winch the intoner newt
married. I urthermore. little work has been done on how the
experience of lit mg in a singk- parent (usually fatherless) house-
hold differs according to such factors as race and urban versus
tuna! habitation. Such factor. may he important. As Hetherington
et at (3) note. the presence of extended families and community
networks among blacks may make the single-parent experience
significantly dillerent for black children.

with regard to achresement. studies of black children. like
interracial studies, show small and nonsignificant effects of one-
parent rearing (3) I here is some evidence. however. that the social
and emotional adrustment of urban black children both from
single-parent and two-parent families may he hindered by the
-latchkey phenomenon.- a term used to describe the increasing
number of children ttho. for a certain number of hours each dat.
are expected to care for themseltes without the supertision of an
adult. Although this phenomenon occurs in all socioeconomic
groups. it may he more pretalant amont. urban. black elementary
school children. where the ratio may tw as high as one in three (h).

In their study of latchkey children in grades in a black. urban
parochial school. I ong and Long found that such children often
suffer increased fear responses and insecurity, and. because they

frequently are not allowed to unite friends to their homes. es-
perience a serious curtailment of socialising plat ((.).

On the other hand. older studies indicate that the child-rearing
practices of working mothers in Totter socioeconomic groups and
in one-parent t usually female- headed) families mat he superior in
sonic ways to the practices of other mothers in enhancing the social
and emotional adrustment of then children. Working mothers arc
more likely to create structured environments for their children and
to he more consistent in dealing with them (41 consistency and
structure hate been show n to facilitate the adjustment of children
who are under stress t I).

In ter ms of hope and expectations for their children. blacksingle
mothers are no different from all other mothers. Kiack mothers
whose marriages hate ended or who neter married hate been
found to he no less aspiring for the educational ahiesement
their children than are mothers in two-parent families CIL

The Single-Parent Fondly and the Schaal
A recent study of'parents and teachers found that teachers had

lower expectations of children from single-parent families (5).
Likewise. parents perceived that teachers would have lower
expectations of such children. I he findings suggest that teachers'
negative expectations for single-parent children may have an effect
on performance. and underscore the need for teachers and admini-
strators to exercise care in dealing with single-parent children and
their parents. I he literature contains a number of
mendat ions:

Teachers and administrators should avoid using mora-
lise language (e.g.. broken families) and expressing
prejud...al attitudes toward single-parent families.
and should be flexible in scheduling parent-teacher
conferences (I. 9).
Schools should pro% ide curricula that do not perpetuate
the "typical family" myth of working lather. stay-at-
home mother, and two children, (In fact. any lei of
today's American families in this mold) (9),
Administrators should keep close records on single-

parent children; requests by noncustodial parents for
report cards and school records should he granted
( I. ft, 9).
School personnel should recognise the needs of single-
parent families by way of special services for teachers.

parents. and children, these sersices may include
provision of in- service seminars for educators that
can teach them to recognise symptoms of stress in the
classroom; discussion groups for children and or
their parents. led by school counselors or outside pro-
fessionals: and informational materials and reading
lists for single parents from sanous organisations (9.
1(1. 12).

Swannery
I oday. schools are more and more called upon to accommfate

students' differences in background and experiences: this picture
of diversity also include, the grossing number of one-parent
families. floweser, ei;,,cators need to be cautioned against
expecting "trouble" from the child from a one-parent family, the
diversity among research findings suggests that while, as a group.
single-parent children tend to hate more behavioral prohlen..: in
school and are at greater risk in terms of truancy :ind dropout rate,
the likelihood of an particular child hating cognitit e or behavioral
problems depends upon thg interaction of many factors. Among
those factors are the adequacy of child care arrangements: the
number of siblings: the structure of the child's ern ironment in both
the home and the school; the amount of nurturing the child
receives: the age. sex, and race of the child: the socioeconomic level
of the tarnil: and the circumstances surrounding the separation of
the parents. !hemline. the only accurate answer to the question
of whether single-parentness is harmful to a child's academic or
ha:farina! development may well tie. it depends.-

Patricia ranter Roddy

lre0111-

References

!It t 1' I Son:14 ('arena and the Pub!, flor, l'arnarthip
%Ill %ennui ( omnutict for (lttrro+ en f ducation. 19Nt.

i).1011g VI C, is /at' lit a thu- Payoff I am! I- I Ournaging r.. C htliff(t .4 44144

ar fA,ilt ftichniond. 1%. 19811 Vferrtrographed f NI S.th

I is licthrtinglta I. 1 ei t ovrititt fivitorytattte. hool filkhat-wr and t. hers
4,/ ( fn,r(t (Ai Pant Prepared iot the I ,irrubc., a.

I dtkator, tram of the Alumna! fn.tnuft nr Friar/tins 1ANI Morncaftraphed.

1 I) 221 "%if

(41 llottnian, I V% -1 tfc.1 ut Viatclit.s1 I ntplotment on the t held A kr% se% tti 1hr
Itescatc .thrporental Ind. it! 114741-2414.2;94

t rtitte: i it ti hen lethhar. 1:sprit ed tioldren from Antftk, Perrot tamtbri
S1411(4, t-1 19%2 Mimeographed. 11) 291 (.92.

tht I ong. I and 1 our 1 fut,44., t fuldrn ( hihrt 1 mg. .4 .5,11 1 an

%Va.nolgtott in . 19%2 %I onoittarthrd III 21" 229
t )( Jig nib up; no arta lb., to ("hitifErt l'Irsentrd at fly meeting

of the Vnirsttan .twatlem ) lot the Advancement of Science. Wahittifton.li t
lanu.try 19%2 HI 214 n10.

151 attnal 4..416460ft of flortintar% %aloof PfCctpalv firv'tYret Irmo*, cif a
,ofttitoilittal Atuth ( trd Fr the ( inrsantrit, fur the Atudel.t S. hoot %fedi

for t hildrEn tit (mini-Parrnt fannh" AtImFion. VA %AI SP. Idati

tqj t )itth1 and lakaris a. S 11 "the Schots; and the Sinitk-Patine 4uffent What
htht, t an I A* to !kip ts2. 1 04%2 t

4 WI Kaersfatt. k I MC MO!' Pa'rr'y t held err ttli. 5mahhrn,4 1%. tygi

NItincograptird. 1 11 NA .317

tiff Shinn. V1 -1.aihri Ahence and t tuldtrn% tpevrtormsrns

. h./oche/ 84a1euri t Amcwan sx4.hatio..n. lit.
St (197N1 29.)2.4

(121 Sheridan. 1.1. aria lured tooter t mottriolg am/ tIthitothergo4 a.
Stria-yrs for fArtranne Prnhkini em (hr /okra In** C hart on*, fonothrs
St.tfc Cntirlir: PA, MI Vtinirigraphed 1:10 201 NM

11;1 t S PCPsiiiiTICIlt .4 t 41111MVIT. NUMMI .411x C en.114,. -1fousctuad and t anuts

Itiffaciefraws.- C wren( fira/orrem Rriportl. ( harm wroth 4,

!Kit% P20. Sandier Aid AVadungton. 1) t . 19112

(141 -Zalonva. 1./1. -Another, Loa at the Litfisftrn of ',mance . Summar) Report 4.

the Sued) Scluint Herds sit tote - Parrot Children "Prtmorwlfor2.1114112).14-17


